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NATURAL HERITAGE TRUST 
FISHERIES ACTION PROGRAM 


The next round of funding of the 
“Fisheries Action Program” (FAP) 
by the Natural Heritage Trust is 
soon to take place. 


Perhaps members may care to 


suggest projects which are of 
particular concern locally or 
personally. 

Funding is available for those 
concerned with fisheries resource 
management. and associated 
nature conservation issues in 


marine, estuarine and freshwater 
environments in their local area or 
region. 


These activities may include 
community awareness and training, 
resource inventory, planning, 
investigations, trials and 
demonstrations and ongoing works 
which provide a clear public 
benefit: just to name a few. 


The projects must address the 
causes Of one or more local 
problems affecting fisheries and 
their habitats in the following areas: 


land management, water 
management, fisheries habitat 
restoration, remnant vegetation 


protection and management, or 
aquatic habitat management. 


Please note: close of new 
applications is on 25th February, 
2000. For further information, 
guidelines or assistance contact me 
by phoning 5226 4947. 


| look forward to speaking with you 
soon. 


State FAP Co-ordinator (Acting). 
Madeline Glynn. 
O 


MILLENIUM MEMBER 


Our first new member for this 
millenium is 


Mrs Rosemary Dupleix. 
' We wish her a happy 


association with the club which 
extends well into the century. 


| en arnt hea e a etree Tu meet 


REEDY LAKE SURVEY 


... Trevor Pescott 


The next survey: will be on 
Thursday February 10. 


Meet, as usual, at 9.00 am at the 
end of Fitzgeralds Road, off 
Melaluka Road, Leopold. 


Members please note: Parks 
Victoria has released a draft water 
level management plan, so we 


should decide how much longer the: 


survey continues. 


For further information ring me on. 


5243 4368. 
Oo 


PLANT GROUP MEETING 
... Dick Southcombe 


As we have an opportunity to hear 
Professor Tony Norton — RMIT 
University, Dept.Land 


Management — speak about the ~ 


future of the Otway Forests at the 
Geelong West Town Hall at 7.00 
pm on Tuesday 8th February we 
will begin our meeting there. At the 
conclusion of the public meeting 
we will assemble to decide the 
form of our remaining meeting 
time. 

ol 


MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP 


OUTINGS 
... Polly Cutcliffe 


Next Outing: Thursday Febuary 17 


Kay Campbell will be leading us to 
some areas of the Barwon River 
and environs. Meet at the Jerringot 
bird hide, Belmont Common at 
8.30 am. Bring a drink and snack, 
finish 12.30 — 1.00 pm. 


My full report appears on page 9. 


THESE OUTINGS ARE ON THE 
THIRD THURSDAY OF EACH 
MONTH. 


If you need to contact Polly you 
can do so on: 5244 0182 
O 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


Date: February 20th 


Lake Victoria / Buckley Park. 
Leaders: Margaret Cameron 
Marilyn Hewish“ 


Meet at Karingal. for a 9:00 am 
departure or at th@*entrance to 
Lake Victoria at 9.30 am: = 4 


_ The morning will be spent at Lake 


Victoria looking mainly for waders 
and then a look ‘around’-the- shell 
grit mine. eres 


Lunch is planned for 12.30 at the Pt 
Lonsdale lighthouse. In the 
afternoon the group will look for 
birds on and over the rock platform 
with some time at Buckley Park. 


Bring along the usual necessities, 


running shoes to keep up with 
Margaret, field glasses .or a 
telescope. Sunscreen and a hat that 
will not blow off, lunch and plenty 
to drink in case it is hot. 


With two of the most 
knowledgeable experts in our club 
you have a good chance to see a 
new bird or two and there could be 
seabirds to add to your list. ; 


If you are unable to join.Margaret 
and Marilyn, don’t forget the Wader 
Count (at last we have ‘a date) 
which is on February 12/13. 


Contact Margaret if necessary on 
5229 9792 (AH). —Ed. s 
o 


In this issue... 


e Gordon McCarthy records. the 
sad passing of Francie Poole. 


e Valda Dedman takes us back to 
the club’s very early days. 


e The Biodiversity Group has a 
new leader. 


e Ade Foster is ‘On The Table’ 


e An impromptu excursion to the 
‘high country’ turned into a main 
event. Rachel Keary tells all. 

o 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH VALDA 


... Valda Dedman 


Dawn of a New Millennium, Birds 
and other things at Black Rock, 
Yarra Pygmy Perch, Notes from 
the Past, Leila’s Legacy and ... 


1 Jan 2000. It is 6.30 am and, 
thanks to a surfing grandson, | am 
watching the sun break through the 
clouds over the sea at Bell’s 
Beach - a fitting start to the new 
millennium, and astonishingly 
beautiful. 


I’ve finally seen a Sanderling. Not 
long before Christmas, on the 
beach at 42W, near Black Rock, 
the tiny white-fronted birds were 
dashing nimbly in and out of the 
frothy remains of the waves. There 
was also a group of Ruddy 
Turnstones, much larger birds, 
with bright orange legs. Many were 
immature birds, mottled brown. 
They turned over pieces of dried 
seaweed as they foraged and fed. 


After the big gales that blew away 
1999 | returned to the same spot. 
The tide was very low and the 
beach was strewn with huge 
mounds of seaweed that had been 
wrenched (not uprooted, for 
seaweed has no roots) from its 
. normal home. Tangled together 
were golden brown leathery straps 
of. bull kelp Durvillea potatorum, 
crinkly darker brown ribbons of 
Common Kelp Eklonia radiata, 
cylindrical green forked branches 
of Codium, a flash of bright pink 
that might be Callophyllis lambertii 
or one of a dozen other species. | 
felt all the local seaweeds were 
there somewhere. Some were 
tough and wiry, others fragile, 
` almost transparent. | picked up the 
tiniest sample of half dried 
material, which, when placed in 
water, opened out in a delicate 
variety. of forms - feathery, 
leathery, furry, flat, round, wiry with 
hooked tips, hard like coral. There 
was also a piece of a sea grass, 
Amphibolis antarctica, a true 
flowering plant that you often see in 
rock pools. 


| found a dead Little Penguin and 
three Muttonbirds, only to be 
expected after the fierce gales. But 
now it was peaceful and a 200 
strong flock of Silver Gulls was 
feeding among the seaweed 
mounds. The turnstones were busy, 
a tight little group on top of the pile; 
two immature Pacific Gulls sat like 
large brown ducks; Great 
Cormorants were drying their wings 
or just gazing out to sea at the very 
edge of the seaweed mass. Little 
flocks of Red-capped Plover (how 
fast they ran!) with some Red- 
necked Stints and two Hooded 
Plover (which breed close by) 
dashed about on the sand. 


Yarra Pygmy Perch have been 


discovered in Thompson’s Creek 

and Waurn Ponds Creek, 

according to a report in the 

December 1999 Waterwatch 

publication, “Watchout”. There are 

three native pygmy perch in 

Victoria. All have small scales and 

one dorsal fin with a deep notch. 

The Yarra Nannoperca obscura 

eis olive-green to grey on the 
upper body and yellowish-white 
on the underbelly 

e has dark spots on the body and 
base of tail 

e grows to only about 75 mm 

e. prefers slow-moving or still water 
with abundant aquatic vegetation 

e can survive in brackish water 

eis known also from Yarra River 
and Eumeralla River, near 
Yambah 


Degraded waterways can still be 
important habitat for rare 
species —but this is no excuse for 
allowing continued degradation. 


A fishway to aid migration for 
species such as tupong, short- 
finned eels and galaxiids will be 
built on Thompson’s Creek early 
this year. Another, constructed at 
Pollocksford in mid 1999, was to be 
monitored during December by 
electro-fishing and netting. Some 
70% of fish species in south east 
Australia need migration between 
freshwater and the ocean to 
complete their life cycle. 


One hundred and twenty five years 
ago (1875) the Acclimatisation 
Society of Melbourne was 
congratulating itself on the release 
of carp into Lake Colac. In August 
1880 Mr Hopton was pleased to 


capture three fine lively specimens 
of carp in a small swamp in his 
garden near the river at Fyansford 
and as a result anglers were 
looking forward to plenty of sport in 
the Moorabool River. 


In the same-month a koala was. | 


caught by a youthful sportsman at 
the Dog Rocks, where “native 
bears” had become something of a 
novelty. At the same time eagles of 
enormous size at the You Yangs 
were giving trouble to local rabbit 
trappers, who then baited large 
traps with rabbits and caught five 
eagles. By 1900 sparrows had 
become such a pest to local 
farmers and orchardists that the 
Geelong Agricultural Society 
passed a resolution urging the 
government to pass an Act of 
Parliament on the lines of the 
Rabbit Act, making it compulsory 
for sparrows and especially their 
nests to be destroyed. 


Well, we've come to accept the 
sparrows and are still battling the 
rabbits. You can see plenty of 
rabbits any time of day beside the 
river opposite the rowing sheds. 


Leila’s Legacy. Leila Ramsay has 
given me a pile of plant lists of 
areas around Geelong which she 
has meticulously. kept over the 
years. | will gradually enter them on 
to a database and pass them on to 
the Naturalist Editor for publication. 
Hopefully they will become part of 
a valuable resource to compare 
with more recent lists. 


And ... the Great Crested Grebe is 
still enjoying life on the Barwon 
River and has also visited 
Jerringot. Currawongs are calling, 
Sweet Bursarias are flowering 
along the Wal Whiteside Walk, 
Water Plantains are nearly 
finished - they grow along what is 
left of Jerringot Creek near where it 
enters Waurn Ponds Creek. Tree 
Violets, those hardy Survivors, are 
hanging with purple berries. Wire- 
leaf and Creeping Mistletoe are in 
bloom. Watch out for migrating 
koalas; there were two on a 
Redgum branch overhanging the 
Barwon River in mid January. 
February 2 is World Wetlands 
Day. 
Visit a local wetland soon. 
o 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


February 2000 


Bernie Franke drafted applications 
for two grant submissions, both of 
which have been successful. The 
Corangamite Catchment Authority 
has granted the GFNC $3000 to 
develop information signs for 
Jerringot. The City of Greater 
Geelong has given $800 to develop 
brochures and publicity material. 
Well done Bernie. The Jerringot 
Group will be meeting shortly to 
plan the development details. 
Assistance in these projects would 
be greatly appreciated - see Bernie 
or Valda for details. 


We are concerned that the City of 
Greater Geelong appears to have 
merely shelved, rather than 
abandoned, plans for the Water 
Sports Complex on the Belmont 


Common. We will continue to 
lobby council and State 
Government to abandon this 
concept. 


Several issues are happening on 

the conservation front, but we are 

lacking members who are able to 
become involved in submitting 
responses. 

° The Regional Forest 
Agreements and the 
Comprehensive Regional 
Assessment documents require 
comment by the 25th of 
February. 

° The Marine Coastal & 
Estuarine Investigation draft 
report recommends the 
establishment of several local 
Marine Sanctuaries and a 
Marine National Park at Point 
Addis. Responses must be 
made by the end of February. 

° The Planning Amendment for 
residential development of 
farmland adjacent to the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve goes to 
appeal on the 14th of February 
at City Hall. Barry Lingham will 
attend on behalf of the GFNC. 

° Bernie Franke attended the 
panel hearing on the appeal 
against the Golden Beach 
development near Point 
Impossible. 


The- Program Sub-committee is’ 


busily preparing the activities for 
the new Club year - we have 
received several useful suggestions 
for excursions or speakers. Please 
contact me if you have any other 
suggestions. | will be approaching 
people soon to act-as leaders or 
assistants for the excursions. 


The Annual General Meeting will be 
held in April. All committee 
positions will become vacant at this 
time, and we need members to 
seriously consider helping out with 
the committee. For the past few 
years we have not filled all 
committee positions and this has 
added unduly to the work load of 
the committee. Ve must have an 
active committee if the GFNC is to 
be fully functional. 


The Budget Subcommittee is 
meeting to draft the budget for the 
next year and set proposed 
subscription rates for ratification at 
the march meeting. The GST will 
cause an increase in some of our 
expenses, so subscription rates will 
need to increase. 


April will also see the retirement of . 


our industrious publications editor, 
Alban Lloyd-Jones. Alison Watson 
has indicated that she is prepared 
to tackle aspects of this job, but she 
will need assistance, preferably 
from people with some knowledge 
of using computer applications. If 
you can assist, please contact 
Alban or Alison. 


Dick Southcombe has organised a 
varied and interesting program for 
the March Victorian Field 
Naturalists Club campout on the 
Bellarine Peninsular. Places in a 
range of excursions, activities and 
workshops have been booked by 
naturalists from all over Victoria. 
Thanks to Dick for all his hard work. 


At the VFNCA  campout, all 
participating Clubs are being asked 
to present a display showing some 
of the achievements of their Club. 
We need two or three people to 
volunteer to collect evidence of the 
achievements of the GFNC - some 
suggestions include copies of the 
submission compiled to argue 
against the development of the 
Water Sports Complex, copies of 
the Geelong Bird Report, Botanical 
Guardians survey reports, 


3 


photographs of activities etc. If you 
are prepared to organise this, 
please let Dick or me know. 


Dick noted the many complimentary 
statements made at the funeral of 
Francie Poole, a member of the 
GFNC for over 30 years. He 
lamented the fact that most people 
do not get to hear the nice thoughts 
of others whilst they are still with 
us - perhaps we could all make a 
point of letting: others know how 
much we appreciate them when we 
get the chance to do so. 

o 


Cinnamon Bells 
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BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


January 19th 2000 


Reminder -The Wader Count is on 
the weekend of Feb 12th & 13th. 
Please contact Margaret if you can 
assist. `: 


Four members presented the 
January “How to Find Birds” 
information session. The chosen 
birds were: Little Lorikeet, 
Australasian Bittern, Little Bittern, 
Singing Bushlark and Brown 
Songlark 


Craig Morley informed us about the 
local lorikeets with a focus on the 
Little Lorikeet. This bird has been 
recorded in the Geelong Bird 
Report (GBR) in the months from 
September through to May. One of 
the best spots to find them is in the 
gum trees in Queens Park where it 
has been recorded in the months of 
September / October and again in 
January, March (and April 1999) . 


The Spotted Gums on the golf 
course between the 4th fairway and 
5th tee and also between the 10th 
and 12th greens and the 11th tee 
are places where the Little Lorikeet 
is regularly seen - remember that 
golfers and course maintenance 
personnel have right of way! 


The lorikeets favour the topmost 
foliage. so patience is required to 
observe them in the blossom or 
flying about. The bird is the 
smallest of our lorikeets, about the 
size of a White-plumed 
honeyeater. 


The red on the face is both above 
and below the beak but not 
extending past the eye (red 
extends past the eye in the Musk 
Lorikeet). It is distinctly green over 
most of the body and wings, 
lacking the yellow wash on the 
sides of the breast of the Musk. 
The underwing is green (like the 
Musk) whilst the Purple-crowned 
Lorikeet has a red underwing. 


The call is a high pitched metallic 
call, like small ball bearings rattling 
in a bag. The Purple-crowned has 
a raucous metallic screech and the 
musk has a lower pitch, rolling, 
pleasant sounding metallic call. 


Barry Lingham described the habits 
of the Australasian Bittern. This 
bird has been recorded in the GBR 
in all months except December and 
January, but the low number of 
reports tends to reflect the lack of 
regular surveys in the swampy 
habitat preferred by these birds. 


It is assumed that these bitterns are 
here all year round, but most 
literature records them as nomadic. 
There is evidence that they are 
more common in areas with large 
frog populations 


The sites with the most regular 
reports are the lakes of the Lower 
Barwon. Reedy Lake has the most 
reports, but these records are 
mainly from the regular surveys 
carried out by Trevor Pescott and 
his helpers. Any site with shallow 
water (< 20cm) and a good 
covering of reeds, rushes or 
aquatic vegetation is suitable 
habitat. 


This bittern is considered to be 
partly nocturnal, and during the 
breeding season it has a loud 
booming call that can be heard at 
night. Given that it is a difficult 
task to visit swamps at night, the 
best method of finding bitterns is to 
travel by boat alongside the reeds 
or rushes. Usually, the first 
sighting is a disturbed bird flying off 
with slow lumbering wing beats, 
but if you are observant, you may 
notice a stationary bird in the 
vegetation with its beak pointing 
skyward, perfectly camouflaged by 
the streaked brown, grey and white 
of its plumage. 


This bittern is large, about the size 
of a bulky White-faced Heron. The 
immature Nankeen Night Heron is 
similar, but smaller, and has white 
spots prominent on the wings and 
has a noticeable tail when flying. 
The bittern has a very short tail. 


Peter Bright gave us details of the 
elusive Little Bittern. This bird has 
been recorded on only a few 
occasions in the Geelong area, with 
one breeding record on the Barwon 
River in Geelong in 1969. Peter 
recently sighted this species at 
Lake Wendouree and found it very 
difficult to spot. 


This small bittern with a black cap, 
golden body and black back was 
noted climbing to the top of the 
reed bed. Observers all note that it 
has beautiful colouration but is 
difficult to see. Patient watching 
was necessary even when the bird 
was known to be in a particular 
patch of reeds. 


This bird remains one of the most 
rarely seen, but it may well be 
reasonably common amongst the 
dense reed beds of the Barwon and 
Lower Barwon lakes. 


Rohan Bugg described two birds 
found year round on the Werribee 
plains grasslands. Edgars Road 
and Argoona Road are good spots 
to see them perched along the 
fences, bushes or on some of the 
outcropping volcanic rock. 


The Singing Bushlark is a small, 
stocky brown bird about the size of 
a sparrow. It has a shortish tail and 
a stout finch-like beak.. It sings as 
it hovers on quivering wings. 


The male Brown Songlark has a 
sooty-grey general plumage, paler 
on the back and crown. The 
smaller female is a duller brown, 
similar to a skylark. The male bird 
is the most commonly seen as it 
sits perched on a fence, rock or 
bush with its long tail cocked 
upwards. The Brown Songlark has 
a distinct songflight where it sings 
as it ascends in a fluttering flight 
broken by glides with upswept 
wings and a low slung 
undercarriage. 


Next Meeting (February 23rd) 
Craig Morley will analyse “Birds 
from the Inside Out” looking at the 
anatomy and make up of birds. 

o 
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VALE FRANCIE POOLE 


Francie had a long association with the G.F.N.C., having joined with her sister 
Elsie in 1961. She was a committee member from 1966 — 1976 and Vice 
President 1972 — 1974. A member's night usually included Francie as one of the 
speakers, showing her beautiful orchid and wildflower slides. 


Francie was adventurous; her motto was “If you can do it, so can |”. That was 
Francie’s enthusiastic approach to everything she did. Traversing down gorges in 
the Hamersleys, climbing in the Stirling Ranges, camping in the heat and burrs 
among the Gidgees or white frosts in the mountains, her first reaction always was 
“Isn't it lovely”. 


She loved the wild places and the smaller things that made them so, the birds, 
animals, flowers, ferns and fungi. Her joy was complete if she could capture it on 
film for the enjoyment of others. 


A life well lived. 


Gordon McCarthy. 


ON THE TABLE 
... Ade Foster 


Our specimen table is always a source of interest and our December meeting offered more than the 
usual amount. A road-killed Black-eared Cuckoo, Chryscoccyx osculans, allowed all of us the 
opportunity to get a good close-up of this rare visitor to our region. The Black-eared Cuckoo inhabits 
drier woodlands and scrub east and north of the Dividing Range, and lays its single, chocolate 
coloured egg in the nests of Speckled Warblers, Fieldwrens, Redthroat, thornbills, scrubwrens and 
heathwrens. Our specimen has been sent on to the museum. 


There was also a beautiful caterpillar of the Helena Emperor moth, Opodipthera helena, an 
impressive beast about 100 mm long, bright green with a spiky-looking white down and cream side- 
stripe. The adults are quite common in the forests around Geelong, and are larger then the more well- 
known Gum Emperor. The caterpillars of both feed mainly on Eucalypts and spin a large, tough silken 
cocoon. 


Perhaps the most unusual specimen on the night was a patch (I'm not sure of the proper collective 
noun) of Slime Mould. Slime moulds are not really moulds, but single celled creatures, which spend 
most of their life living as amoebae in damp soils and litter, feeding on bacteria. However, in times of 
food shortage a remarkable transformation takes place. Individuals emit a chemical signal, which 
causes the other individuals in the area to congregate. They then co-operate to form a ‘slug’ of about 
100,000 individuals, which becomes mobile and moves towards the light, laying down a trail of slime 
as it goes. Once there, the slug's cells form ‘fruiting bodies’ , not unlike moulds, long stems with a 
tough ball of spores at the end. These spores are dispersed, by passing insects or the wind, 
germinating in more favourable conditions to release single celled amoebae and complete the cycle. 


What a truly amazing world we live in! 
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AN ANT FROM THE INVERLEIGH COMMON 


by Dave King 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale, 3216 
Introduction 


During November, 1999, the writer visited Inverleigh Common, 38° 03'S 144° 02' E, and came 
across an interesting nest on the ground which at first was thought to be that of a Wolf Spider. The 
feature that caught the eye was a relatively high turret entrance in which an animal-was ensconced, 
and thought to be the spider. Carefully vibrating the turret aperture with a blade of grass coaxed the 
creature up to the rim, where it was revealed as an ant. This particular individual with its large head, 
virtually filling the aperture, was obviously a major worker, or ‘soldier’, of the species. 


Several specimens of both the major and minor worker were taken with the view to determining their 
identity. The nest was situated in open woodland of Black Wattle and Eucalypt, with ground cover of 
grasses, sedges and some rush, an area obviously subject to periods of being damp and retaining 
surface water during wet weather - a sandy soil with a bleached upper horizon, typical of a duplex soil. 


Description 

Examination of the specimens revealed them to be ants of the genus Camponotus and a species of 
the 'innexus’ group, a polymorphic species of the sub-family Formacinae. The term 'group' is here 
applied for the reason it is not yet firmly established that species assigned to 'innexus' are in fact 
more than one species, only genetics can resolve this dilemma. The genus Camponotus has a world- 
wide distribution, as well as having several hundreds of native species. 


Morphologically the subject worker castes are very similar, except for overall size, the minor being 
somewhat smaller, particularly with regard to the head, Fig.1 & 2. The head, the anterior half of the 
trunk and the gaster or abdomen are black. Legs and anterior trunk are red. The antennae insertion 
and the eyes are set well above the centre of the head. Referring to Fig. 2, it will be seen that the 
antennae of the minor is longer relative to the head, conceivably as a sensory organ it would be 
developed for efficient location prey and sources of food, whereas, a long antennae for the major 
could be vulnerable in a defence role. Two features of note - one is the possession of a strigil on the 
femur of each foreleg. For a description of a strigil refer to G.N. Vol. 34, No 4, page 4. The second 
feature is the head does not possess the three ocelli found in many ants and their allies. 


Devoid of a sting, C. ‘innexus' has in its place an acidopore gland placed ventrally on the last 
segment of the gaster. It is seen as an opening surrounded by a circlet of hairs. Excreted from this 
gland are gases of various composition, depending upon whether it is for an alarm signal, indicator of 
a food source, or forming a scent trail for other community members to follow. 


According to the literature, C.'innexus’ is restricted to wetter sites. This is supported by the fact that 
the nest was found in an area Subject to surface water retention and generally damp situation. Nests 
constructed in damp situations are by nature subject to bacterial and fungal diseases. This problem 
has been overcome, amongst other species, by possession of a metapleural gland that secretes a 
substance able to destroy. bacteria and fungi, (Holldobler & Wilson, 1994). The metapleural gland is 
situated on the trunk immediately above the point of attachment of the rear leg, Fig.1. 


As in all cases the workers are female, the major being assigned to guard duty and first line of 
defence role, and minors to act as food gatherers and general nest duties, again differentiated by the 
younger minors doing nest duties and their older sisters food gathering. Not wishing to totally destroy 
the nest, a casual examination was made, indicating the number of individuals in the nest was not 
high relative to that of the majority of ant species. As a nocturnal species all members would have 
been present within'the nest at this time 


Construction of the nest entrance turret (Fig. 3) is of interest in that it is composed of small pieces of 
vegetation and sand grains effectively cemented together by means of a substance that could only 
have been applied by its regurgitation from the ant. The interior surface of the turret is exceptionally 
smooth and consists entirely of vegetable fibres. Tested by immersion in water, the turret readily 
absorbed water, but did not disintegrate, indicating it would easily survive wet conditions. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Fig.1 Camponotus "Imnexus” 


(Formicinae), Major worker (soldier). 


a 5 


Fig.2 Frontal view of worker heads 
{a) Major, {b) Minor. 


Fig.3 Turret entrance to the nest. 


8 GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 35 No. 9 February 2000. 


FIRST GFNC EXCURSIONS 
... Valda Dedman 


Just after the formation of the first Geelong Field Naturalists Club on 8 June 1880, the secretary, Mr G. F. Link, wrote to 
the Geelong Advertiser, explaining the scope and objects of the club. 


Its aim was the study of natural history in all its branches and excursions were the primary means of achieving it. 


“It is called a field club because field excursions are made from time to time on Saturday afternoon. The 
members walk or drive to the rendezvous, and set about the collection of specimens, some botanising, some in 
search of fossils, others of insects etc. At a certain time they reassemble and compare notes before returning 
homewards. Then in a few days time is held an evening meeting, when the results of the excursion are narrated 
and specimens exhibited etc. In this way all suitable localities in the neighbourhood of Geelong are explored in 
turn.” (June 23,1880) 


However the first annual report concluded that “the bad weather that generally prevailed had made the majority of field. 
excursions organised by the members almost failures.” 


The first excursion, originally scheduled for 26 June, and finally held on 10th July, seems to have been a success. 


“The Field Naturalists’ Club of Geelong made a fair start on Saturday by an excursion to the falls. At two o'clock - 
the time for starting-some dozen persons had assembled at Levien’s bridge, and, while waiting for others to come 
up, determined to explore the quarries on the Queen's Park side of the river. After staying here for a quarter of 
an hour, and being joined by two other members the party moved on to the Galls [sic], and were soon busily 
engaged in the collection of botanical, entomological, and geological specimens, several choice “finds” being 
made in each department. The party returned to town about half-past five, laden with their collections, which 
when classified will no doubt prove valuable. The club will hold a meeting on Tuesday evening, when an account 
of the excursion will be given, and the specimens obtained submitted for examination and discussion.” 

(Geelong Advertiser, Monday July 12, 1880) 


Activities would certainly have been hampered by the effects of the previous week’s large flood, which had covered all 
of Belmont Common. 


“... all the low-lying land situated at the southern side of the river, and stretching from Belmont to the 
Breakwater, was completely inundated, the sheet of water extending as far as the old mill (Reid’s) on the road to 
the race-course. The river has also spread over the flat country between Fyansford and Prince’s Bridge, and the 
Chinese gardeners in the latter vicinity were yesterday once more forced out of their habitation by their old 
enemy, the river. ... We learn during the evening also that Queen’s bridge, more familiarly known as Levien’s 
bridge, had been forced from its abutments by the flood-water, and carried down by the stream. Several days 
must elapse before the river resumes the even tenor of its ordinary way.” (Geelong Advertiser, Saturday July 3, 
1880). 


There is no later mention of bridge repairs in the Geelong Advertiser, so maybe the report was a false alarm. Queen’s 
Park bridge was completely washed away in the big flood of September 1880. 


The second Field Naturalists excursion explored the valley of the Moorabool. 


“Owing to the threatening character of the weather, only eight members met at the station and went out to the 
scene of the explorations. The party was accompanied by Mr. Smith, of Batesford, and when arriving, they first 
went and looked at his museum. His collection is well-known as being a large one, but none of the party was 
prepared for the magnificent sight which met their eyes when they entered the room. Specimens from all the 
natural kingdoms were seen, carefully prepared and tastefully arranged, and Mr. Smith may be congratulated on 
possessing one of the finest collections outside the Melbourne Museum. As there was not much time to Spare, 
the party could only make a very cursory inspection of the different bits. Then, leaving the township, a start was 
made down the river to some limestone quarries, about a mile away. Members of the party worked hard and 
collected a good number of fossil remains and were also fortunate in obtaining a few good botanical specimens. 
On returning to Batesford they were hospitably entertained by Mr. Smith, and reached Geelong about 6 o'clock, 
well pleased with this day’s outing. ” (Geelong Advertiser, July 26 1880) 


The weather was very different. “A violent wind and dust storm swept over the town on Monday evening about seven 
o'clock, and a northerly gale continued blowing until about midnight.” 


The September excursion was to Limeburners’ Point and at the ordinary monthly meeting, when there was “a fair 


attendance”, Mr A. J. Owen “gave a description of the geological formation along the Eastern Beach and an account of 
observations made in the quarries at Limeburners’ Point”. (7 October 1880) 


(Continued on page 9) 
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Waurn Ponds was the venue for the October excursion, when the quarries were to be explored. Those few members 
who had braved the elements to attend the September general meeting, were well prepared . The Rev. C. S. Y. Yuille 
had read a paper on the quarries and “a very pleasant evening was passed in discussing it.” A collection of fossils had 
also been donated by Mr Nelson, of Waurn Ponds. 


The Club’s first year had been disappointing to its organisers, not only because of the weather. The President, Mr. J. 
Bracebridge Wilson, in his Address to the annual meeting, thought that nostalgia for the “old country” might have 
prevented people appreciating Geelong’s charms. “We must acknowledge that the rambles of the Naturalist here are 
not gladdened, as at home, by varied scenery and woodland beauty or rewarded as in warmer climates, with the 
teeming wealth of animal and plant life”. 


He did go on to explain that there was in fact an amazing variety, especially of geological material, for study. Botanists 
and zoologists were also well off. 


“Even at this time the grass-tree plains beyond Thompson’s Creek are carpeted with the lovely spikes of the 
Epacris, rose, ruby, and white, together with the cone-like amber-coloured tufts of a dwarf Banksia, and here and 
there the flowery wands of Acacia. Orchids in endless variety abound on these plains in the Spring, and the 
scrubby uplands between Connewarre Lake and Drysdale are rich in flowering plants at the same time of the 
year. For those who love ferns and mosses there are Fenwick’s Gully, and the banks of the Moorabool and the 
Falls of the Barwon; and, within an easy railway trip, the Falls of Lal Lal. There is no doubt that the flora and 
fauna of our Bay will richly repay the persevering and careful observer; although not so rich and varied as if the 
bottom were less covered with mud, and more diversified with rocks and reefs. The students of zoology will find a 
fair prospect of adding to our stores of knowledge; if not in the higher, at any rate in the lower forms of life. To the 
microscopist | need not say that he will find objects of the highest beauty and interest, go where he will, in rock 
pools or rivers, waterhole or creek; his only difficulty will be to select a definite line of study from amongst so 
many temptations’. 


Mr Bracebridge Wilson was obviously not an avid bird watcher, although some of the other members had collections of 
eggs and stuffed birds. The building up by the Club of correctly classified and named collections of natural objects of 
every description to form a museum accessible to all should be one of the aims of the Club, according to its President. 


Field excursions were one way of achieving this. Excursions were, moreover, of benefit both physically and morally. 


“ 


. the body is benefited by fresh air and exercise, and the nervous energies recruited by 
the change from the mill-house round of daily duties.” 


“Morally, it cannot be otherwise than good that our thoughts should be diverted from cares, 
which are too apt to be absorbing, to contemplate the beauty and penetrate as far as we 
may the mystery of ... the wonderful works of God.” 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club of today has broadened its aims, whilst still keeping to the first club’s core object of 
promoting and encouraging the study of natural history in the neighbourhood of Geelong, and excursions are still an 
integral part of Club activities. Permits are required for collecting and specimens such as beach washed or window- 
casualty birds are forwarded to the Museum of Victoria. 

o 


also Crested Shrike-Tit, Black- There were plenty of Crimson 


MID-WEEK BIRD GROUP 


OUTINGS 
... Polly Cutcliffe 


1. Bannockburn Bush, 16/12/99, 
led by Gordon McCarthy. 


In spite of very heavy rain at the 
meeting spot, the ten members 
present decided to brave it out. A 
good decision because it fined up 
beautifully before too long. Gordon 
led us to four areas of the 
Bannockburn Bush and managed 
to find 38 species. White-browed 
Woodswallows were there in good 
numbers. The White-winged 
Choughs put in an appearance, 


chinned Honeyeater, Fan-tailed 
Cuckoos, Horsfield’s Bronze- 
Cuckoo and. Rufous and Golden 
Whistlers. 


Unfortunately Gordon was not able 
to produce his famous Owlet 
Nightjar but we forgave him; it was 
a great outing — thank you Gordon. 


2. Stony Creek Picnic Ground, 
20/1/00. 

Seven members explored part of 
the Gorge Track and the Dam Wall 
Track. It was extremely windy 
resulting in a low bird count of 24 
species. 


Rosellas, Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos, New Holland 
Honeyeaters and Brown and 
White-throated Treecreepers; but 
most other birds were keeping a 
low profile; a Crested Shrike-Tit 
foraging low in the canopy was a 
good sighting. Regular sightings of 
koalas, some with baby ??? made 
up for the lack of birds and Ron 
Mole pointed out several other 
things of interest in the 
environment. It was good to have 
Kate Mole along — hope you can 
join in future outings Kate. 


Next Outing: See page 1. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


The Australian Birdwatcher, Dec. 
1999 (BOCA). This issue includes 
an article of local significance. “A 
possible Record of Hybridisation 
between Pied and Sooty 
Oystercatchers at Mud Islands”. It 
has been speculated that, in 
Australia these two species may 
interbreed, but there has been no 
supporting evidence. In December 
1997 an aberrant oystercatcher 
which showed distinct 
characteristics of both Pied and 
Sooty Oystercatchers was seen by 
a number of observers, then again 
in later months during the 1998- 
1999 breeding season and it was 
still present in March 1999. 


Natural Heritage No 5 (Natural 
Heritage trust). Conservation 
programs reported include ones 
concerning the North Queensland 
Cassowary, nesting management 
of Little Terns in East Gippsland, 
the Superb Parrot in SW NSW, 
The Southern Emu-Wren in the 
Mount Lofty Ranges of SA, Swift 
Parrot, Albatross, Forty-spotted 
Pardalote, Glossy Black-Cockatoo 
and the Malleefowl. 


Cane growers in North 
Queensland are taking a natural 
approach to pest control by 
encouraging owls on to their 
properties rather than using rat 
poison. 


There is an article on Lanark, the 


800 hectare grazing property. 


which John Fenton and his sister 
inherited in 1956. It took the 
Fentons 40 years to undo the 
effects of 80 years of uncontrolled 
grazing. “The estimated 80,000 
trees and extensive areas of 
reclaimed wetlands have brought 
back thousands of birds”. They 
(the Fentons), have demonstrated 
that it is possible to develop 
systems of farming that are both 
more ecologically and 
agriculturally sustainable. 


Australia NATURE Summer 1999- 
2000 (Australian Museum) 
“Chasing Shadows” — Measures 
taken to reverse the decline of the 
Brush-tailed Rock-Wallaby which 


is listed as critically endangered in 
Victoria, southern NSW and the 
ACT, include extensive predator 
control measures’ already 
implemented in the Grampians 
National Park and at the Snowy 
River sites. 


A group of scientists from a 
diverse range of disciplines have 
formed the Brush-tailed Rock 
Wallaby Recovery Team. An 
innovative captive breeding 
strategy called cross-fostering has 
been designed to accelerate 
breeding in female Brush-tailed 
Rock Wallabies. This interesting 
article gives details of the 
program. 


Other articles include: 
“Wingless Dung-Beetle” by Geoff 
Monteith. 


“Mosquitoes” by Richard C. 
Russell — Did you know that 
Australia has over 350 species? 
Fortunately not all of them bite 
humans and relatively few are 
major pests or carriers of disease- 
causing organisms. 


“Fussy Black-Cockatoos” by 
Tamra Chapman. Glossy Black- 
Cockatoos are apparently very 
particular about where they forage 
and the types of cones they 
choose. 


“The Bird from Hell” by Stephen 
Wroe is about Thunder-birds, 
gigantic ground-dwelling birds that 
roamed Australia from at least 25 
million to around 26,000 years 
ago. 


“Gold Coast Chills?’ by Keith 
Sircombe considers the likelihood 
that much of the beach sand 
along Australia’s east coast may 
have come from Antarctica. 


ECOS October-December 1999 
(CSIRO) 

“On the Rebound” by Bob Beale — 
Population numbers of Southern 
Right and Humpback Whales in 
the Southern Ocean have 
increased dramatically since 
hunting of the species was 
outlawed by the League of 
Nations in 1935. There are also 
early signs that other whale 
populations are increasing in other 
parts of the world. 


Our club receives many other 
very interesting magazines and 
newsletters, too numerous to 
cover here, but all are available 
on loan from the library to 
interested members. 

o 


VFNCA CAMPOUT 
FRI 10TH — MON 13TH MARCH 
... Dick Southcombe 


° Our club will be host to 
about 80 naturalists from 12 
widespread Victorian clubs on 
this occasion. Programs are 
available tonight or by ‘phoning 
5243 3916. Members are 
encouraged to attend the 
excursions, dinners, speaker's 
presentations and generally 
help our guests to enjoy their 
time with us. 

e - If you can help with setting 
up the hall on Friday afternoon, 
mounting a display for the 
forum, providing and serving 
food for Friday, Saturday and ` 
Sunday suppers (the dinners 
are catered for), monitoring the 
projector and sound systems, 
assembling and leading 
convoys to excursions, 
recording excursion reports, 
clearing and cleaning the hall 
after Sunday night’s meeting 
etc, please list your name 
tonight or ‘phone the above 
number. 

e - All seats are taken on the 
Mud Islands trip but a few 
places are available on the 
marine biology cruises. 

e - We are fortunate to have 
Patrick O’Callaghan, Tim Allen 
and Ken Bell as guest 
speakers and especially Geoff 
Howard Parliamentary 
Secretary for the Environment 
as our special guest at 
Saturday’s dinner/forum. 

e - This campout offers a great 
Opportunity to learn more 
about our marine environment. 
Will we have a Marine Park on 
our coast by March? Do attend 
and bring a friend BUT please 
let us know to ensure a Seat or 
a meal is available for you. 

o 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 
... Robert Preston 


Our December meeting was held in the Geelong 


Botanic Gardens on the 14th taking the form of a . 


guided walk. 


Fifteen members attended. In the time available, we 
covered a large variety of the plant life, mostly 
Australian with a few of the interesting foreign plants as 
highlights. 


Some of the more unusual plants were:- 
Lambertia formosa — Horned Devil (NSW) 
Drynaria species (various) 

Banksia marginata — Coast Banksia (Vic) 
Doryanthes palmeri - Gymea Lily (NSW/QLD) 


The Gymea Lily was not in flower, but photos gave 
some idea of its beauty. The leaves can be up to 2.5 
metres long with the flower stem some 2 metres with a 
bloom spike to 1 metre long. 


The acacias were not in bloom, but covered some 
interstate varieties. 


Correa reflexa (green variety) in bloom | 

Actinastrobus pyramidalis — Swan River Pea, WA. 
One of the oldest specimens in Victoria 

Araucaria rulei - Rule’s Pine, New Caledonia 

Araucaria cunninghamii — Hoop Pine, Qld. 

Araucaria bidwillii — Bunya Bunya Pine, 

Qld Bunya Mtns. This tree can have cones to 
the size of a football growing in the crown. 
Piconia excelsa from South America. It has a very 

dense heavy wood which will barely float in 
water. 
Cedrus deodar Indian Cedar, Himalaya Mtns. 
Cedrus libani — Lebanese Cedar, Lebanon 
Cedrus atlantica glauca — Blue Atlas Cedar 
Podocarpus elata — Plumfoot Pine QIid/NSW 
Podocarpus lawrencei — Mountain Plum Pine, Alpine 
Vic/NSW 
Livisrona australia Cabbage Palm from Cabbage Tree 
near Cann River, Victoria’s only indigenous palm. Its 
main habitat is the eastern coastal belt of NSW and 
Qld. 


Jubea chilensis - Chilean Wine Palm or Honey Palm. 
This is a rare and protected plant in its homeland of 
Chile as the people used to cut the palms down to drain 
the sap to make a syrup. This kills the tree. They 
learnt to ferment the sap to make a wine thus adding to 
the trees near extinction. The tree also bears small 
coconuts to 2.5 cm in diameter which contain a layer of 
coconut up to 3 mm thick which tastes like an ordinary 
coconut. 


A magnificent specimen of the genus Sequoiadendron 
giganteum — Big Tree, Californian Mtns. USA. This 
tree grows into the largest living thing on earth, though 
not the tallest (only to 110 metres). This one is only a 
baby at 127 years old. Some have been estimated to 
be over 2500 years old. 


One in the USA has been calculated to weigh 1400 
tonnes. This would take 70 x 20 tonne trucks to carry 
away. The diameter can be more than 16 metres and 
the bark up to 30 cm thick. This protects it from the 
cold weather of the area. In the forests the original 
stump can be about 10 metres below the present 
surface because of the accumulated leaf litter. 


Metasequoia glyptostroboides — Dawn Redwood. This 
tree, a deciduous conifer was only known from fossil 
finds until rediscovered in the mountain forest of China 
by a shepherd in 1942. Seeds and cuttings were 
removed to the USA in 1946 and two years later, plants 
were dispatched to various countries around the world. 
Melbourne has a large specimen. 


Corymba maculata — Spotted Gum 

This tree grows on the coastal belt of NSW with a 
couple of occurrences in Victoria near Orbost. This 
specimen is possibly of larger diameter than those of 
the forests which were heavily harvested for their 
timber. Dance floors were one of the main uses for 
this tree. 


Agathus robusta — Qld. Kauri or Ball of Twine Tree. 
The cone which looks like a ball of twine rolled up gave 
this tree its other common name. The timber was 
heavily used for house trimmings and large trees are 
hard to find in the wild. 


Brachychiton x rosea hybrid — Western Kurrajong 
NSW. A natural hybrid. 

Brachychiton discolor — White Lacebark, NSVW/QId 

Brachychiton acerifolium — Flame Tree, NSW/QlId 

Brachychiton rupestre — Bottle Tree NSVV/QId 

Macadamia ternifolia - Macadamia Nut Tree, Qld. 
Named after Dr. John Macadam by Baron 
Ferdinand von Mueller. 

Ginkgo biloba — Maidenhair Tree, Duck’s Foot Tree 
from China. 


This tree is a relative of Ginkgo multiloba which grew 
here in the Otways and Brisbane Ranges several 
thousand years ago. Fossils have been found in these 
areas. One at Moonlight Head taken from:a bore hole 
core stem at about 1700 metres below the present 
surface. 


Stipa elegantissima — Feather Spear Grass. This ‘grass 
cloud’ drew a lot of interest from the group. 


After the walk we moved to the picnic area in Eastern 
Park to enjoy our ‘tea’ with a view of beautiful Corio 
Bay. Our interest was diverted at times to the birds of 
the area. 

o 


Ginkgo x 1/5 
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LEILA’S LISTS No 1 


by Leila Ramsay 


This is the first in a series of plant lists compiled by Leila Ramsay on GFNC excursions. 


| have edited them to the extent of incorporating name changes and following the order of Families as set 
out in Flora of Victoria (1993-99), ed N.G. Walsh & T.J Entwistle 


... Valda Dedman. 


MODEWARRE GRAVEL PITS PLANTS LIST 22 JUNE 1975 


Family 


Scientific Name 


Common Name 


ADIANTACEAE 
GLEICHENIACEAE 
DENNSTAEDIACEAE 
LINDSAEACEAE 
RESTIONACEAE 
JUNCACEAE 
CYPERACEAE 


POACEAE 
LILIACEAE 


XANTHORRHOEACEAE 


ORCHIDACEAE 


CASUARINACEAE 
LAURACEAE 
DROSERACEAE 


DILLENIACEAE 


EPACRIDACEAE 


PITTOSPORACEAE 
ROSACEAE 
MIMOSACEAE 


Adiantum aethiopicum 
Gleichenia microphylla 
Pteridium esculentum 
Lindsaea linearis 
Hypolaena fastigata 
Juncus pallidus 
Gahnia sieberiana 
Gahnia radulal 


‘Tetrarrhena sp.? 


Chamaescilla corymbosa 
Burchardia umbellata 
Lomanara filiformis 
Xanthorrhoea minor 
Xanthorrhoea australis 
Lyperanthus nigricans 
Caladenia menziesii 
Caleana major 
Pterostylis nutans 
Pterostylis parviflora 
Pterostylis longifolia 
Acianthus exsertus 
Dipodium roseum 
Allocasuarina pusilla 
Cassytha glabella 
Drosera macrantha 
Drosera peltata ssp.auriculata 
Drosera whittakeri 
Drosera pygmaea 
Hibbertia fasciculata 
Hibbertia stricta 
Epacris impressa 
Acrotriche serrulata 
Monotoca scoparia 
Leucopogon virgatus 
Billardiera scandens 
Acaena anserifolia 
Acacia verticillata 
Acacia melanoxylon 
Acacia paradoxa 
Acacia pycnantha 
Acacia myrtifolia 
Acacia suaveolens 
Acacia mearnsii 


Common Maidenhair Fern 
Scrambling Coral-fern 
Austral Bracken 
Screw Fern 

Tassel Rope-rush 
Pale Rush 

Red fruit Saw-sedge 
Thatch Saw-sedge 
Rice-grass 

Blue Squill, Blue Star 
Milkmaids 

Wattle Mat-rush 
Small Grass-tree 
Austral Grass-tree 
Red beaks 

Hare Orchid 

Large Duck-orchid 
Nodding Greenhood 
Tiny Greenhood 

Tall Greenhood 
Mosquito Orchid 
Hyacinth Orchid 
Dwarf She-oak 
Tangled Dodder-laurel 
Climbing Sundew 
Erinellum 

Scented Sundew 
Tiny Sundew 

Bundled Guinea Flower 
Erect Guinea Flower 
Common Heath 
Honey-pots 

Prickly Broom-heath 
Common Beard-heath 
Common Apple-berry 
Bidgee-widgee 
Prickly Moses 
Blackwood 

Hedge Wattle 

Golden Wattle 

Myrtle Wattle 

Sweet Wattle 

Black Wattle 


(Continued on page 13) 
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FABACEAE 


PROTEACEAE 


HALORAGACEAE 
THYMELEACEAE 
MYRTACEAE 


SANTALACEAE 
LORANTHACEAE 
EUPHORBIACAE 
RHAMNACEAE 
TREMANDRACEAE 
APIACEAE 
CONVOLVULACEAE 
STYLIDIACEAE 
GOODENIACEAE 
ASTERACEAE 


BIODIVERSITY NOTES 


... Dennis Greenwell 


Biodiversity Excursion Report 
for December 1999 


Our December excursion was 
again to the lava tube caves at 
Porndon. You may recall that we 
had visited these caves first with 
Joe Hubbard in March and were 
treated to the sight of thousands of 
Bent Winged Bats. We paid 
another visit during winter for the 
benefit of those people who had 
missed the first trip, but the bats 
which use them as a nursery in 
summertime, had moved to new 
quarters. 


On this occasion, we were again 
treated to the spectacle of bats in 
huge numbers, though how many it 
was impossible to judge. We 
stayed just long enough to take 


Kennedia prostrata 
Pultenaea humilis 
Dillwynia glaberrima 
Hovea linearis i 
Platylobium obtusangulum 
Isopogon ceratophyllus 


Persoonia juniperina 
Grevillea aquifolium 
Hakea ulicina 
Lomatia ilicifolia 
Banksia marginata 
Haloragis tetragyna 
Pimelea humilis 
Eucalyptus viminalis? 
Eucalyptus obliqua 
Eucalyptus radiata 
Eucalyptus dives 


Leptospermum myrsinoiodes 
Leptospermum continentale 


Callistemon? 

Exocarpis cupressiformis 
Amyema pendula 
Amperea xiphoclada 
Pomaderris sp. 
Tetratheca ciliata 
Xanthosia sp. 

Dichondra repens 
Stylidium graminifolium 
Goodenia lanata 


Chrysocephalum apiculatum 


Senecio sp. 


Running Postman 
Dwarf Bush-pea 
Smooth Parrot-pea 
Common Hovea 
Common Flat-pea 
Horny Conebush 


Prickly Geebung 
Variable Prickly Grevillea 
Furze Hakea 

Holly Lomatia 

Silver Banksia 
Raspwort 

Common Riceflower 
Manna Gum 

Messmate Stringybark 
Narrow-leaf Peppermint 
Broad-leaf Peppermint 
Silky Teatree 

Prickly Teatree 
Bottlebrush 

Cherry Ballart 

Drooping Mistletoe 
Broom Spurge 


Pink Bells 


Kidneyweed 

Grass Trigger Plant 
Trailing Goodenia 
Common Everlasting 
Daisy bush 
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some photographs and video and 
then left them to settle down which 
they did very quickly once we 
began to make our way to the 
entrance. We had hoped to have a 
search in the area for reptiles as it 
looked decidedly ‘Snaky’ country, 
but the weather was against us. 
We had lunch at the Floating 
Islands and a wander through the 
bush where we were able to collect 
an assortment of beetles and 
caterpillars which we retained for 
our workshop meeting the following 
Wednesday. 


We also enjoyed the company of 
the Chester family, Janny, Neil and 
Rys and welcome them to our 
group. 


A.G.M. and Workshop Report. 


The first business of the evening 
was to elect a new Leader. As we 
believe in democracy in the group, 
Frank Scheelings was nominated, 
seconded and unanimously 
elected. Frank wasn’t actually 
there, but we didn’t believe that a 
minor detail like that should make 
any difference. Congratulations 
Frank! 


We also decided that as our next 
excursion would be in February, a 
marine theme would be a good 
idea, so we'll be heading in the 
general direction of the Great 
Ocean Road. Anyone interested 
can meet us outside the Green 
Grub Garden Centre at Waurn 
Ponds, (also called the Town and 
Country shopping Centre.) Just 
before 9.00 AM on Sunday 6th 
February. 
(Bring your snorkelling gear if you 
have any.) 

o 
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FALLS CREEK 2000 
... Rachel Keary 


The planned Howqua River 
campout was not able to go ahead 
and a booking was made at Viking 
Lodge, Falls Creek for 14th to 17th 
January. Eight members and 
friends attended. We walked to the 
top of Mt Nelse and almost climbed 
Mt Niggerhead. We visited 
Wallace’s Hut, Cope Hut and the 
Tawonga huts, and listened to the 
proprietor of a restaurant tell us 
that we were too early as the 
Lupins might be in flower but the 
Shaster Daisies 
would be a few 
weeks yet. 


As it was, we 
identified about 70 
different plants in 
flower but admit we 
were too early for the 
Gentians. Birds were 
not plentiful. Heathy 
Spur was a mass of 
different flowers. We 
saw banks of the 
Alpine Orites Orites 
lancifolia in flower 
and the red buds of 
Alpine Everlasting 
Helichrysum alpina — 
Ozothamnus alpinus 
were most striking as 
were the big red 
sepals of the Tall 
Rice Flower Pimelea 
ligustrina. The Showy 


plants. 


Violets Viola 
betonicifolia were 
plentiful, Bidgee- 


Widgee was 
everywhere, the 
Bogong Daisy-Bush 
Olearia frostii was a 


little hard to find and 


the Sky Lily 
Herpolirion 
novaezelandiae was a treasured 
find. A more complete plant list 
appears later. 


On Mt. Nelse were some 
interesting examples of ‘Yellow 
Kunzea Kunzea ericiiifolia and 
masses of Snow Daises 
Brachyscome nivalis. \Watchbed 
Creek yielded an Eyebright 
Euphrasia eichleri, Necklace fern 
Asplenium flabellifolium and Bitter- 
cress Cardamine lilacina. We first 
noticed Australian Carraway 


Oreomyrrhis eriopoda with seed 
heads at the end of that walk but 
probably missed many examples 
earlier in the day. Wallace’s Hut, 
set amongst wonderful old Snow 
Gums, gave us Alpine Water-fern 
and Mother Shield fern. Cope Hut 
was a treasure with Mud Pratia 
Pratia surrepens, Alpine Sundew 
Drosera arcturi, Reddish Bog-heat 
Epacris glacialis, Hovea montana, 
some Alpine Marsh-marigolds 
Caltha introloba with the flowers or 
seed-heads apparently eaten by 
cattle and a brilliant red and smelly 
Star-fish Fungus Aseroe rubra 
covered in flies. 


le 


Millennium Blues 


... Betty Moore 


Who, some thirty years ago, on joining the Geelong Field Nats 
Club would have thought that he or she would remain a member 
until the 21st century? It would have seemed a very long way 
ahead — as it was. But Leila Ramsay achieved this — she 
contributed until the end of the century. 


That is what Leila has always been, a contributor as well as a 
participator and it is everyone’s loss that she has had to leave 
our Club because of her move to Bendigo. 


She was the Club Librarian for some years and put much time and 
energy into the library. She has always been interested in people 
and made a point of approaching new members, introducing them 
around and showing them the ropes. 


Leila was particularly interested in, and knowledgeable about 
An afternoon farewell was held by the Plant Group at Lorraine and 
Bob Preston's home and was attended by a large group of both 


present and past members. 


Leila, | know that all Club members wish to join with me in wishing 
you all the very best for the future. 


The next.day began with a long 
walk on the Mt Fainter Fire Trail 
past Billy Buttons and Scaly 
Buttons and lots more Yellow 
Kunzea. We walked off track up a 
ridge to a view of the Kiewa Valley 
and the back of Mt. Feathertop and 
then walked down to a saddle with 
large Snow Gums with green and 
russet bark. Our attempt to climb 
Mt. Niggerhead was aborted when 
the track became too overgrown 
with Alpine Mint Prosthanthera 
cuneata to follow. The track down 
to Tawonga Huts had a Marsh- 


marigold in. fruit and Alpine 
Groundsel Senecio pectinatus. At 
Tawonga Huts was the only 
example of the Royal Bluebell 
Wahlenbergia gloriosa and a male. 
plant of the Mountain Plum Pine. 


Those who stayed long enough to 
explore closer to Falls Creek on the 
last morning found further plants 
not noticed before, particularly the 
Victorian Christmas-bush 
Prostanthera lasianthos. 


The weekend showed us more than 
a profusion of flowers. Coming 
through some trees on the way 
down Mt. Nelse we 
heard a bird that 


sounded like a 
whistler but without 
a familiar call. It 


remained unsighted 
but could have been 
an Olive Whistler, 
perhaps? A 
juvenile Olive 
Whistler was seen 
near Mt. 
Niggerhead. In 
several places we 
saw some sleek 
cattle and their 
calves. The most 
interesting were 
Wei ff CaS & 
grasshoppers about 
5-6 cms long. 
They were a dull 
olive green with 
yellow spots on the 
abdomen. The 
smaller and slimmer 
males had a red 
patch on the 
shoulder. The 
females were 
drilling a hole in the 
bare ground and 
laying eggs in it. 


O 


Unfortunately some 
of this bare ground was on 
Management Tracks and after the 
passage of a Parks Victoria truck 
there were a few casualties. 
Perhaps someone in our club has 
some more information of this 
fascinating insect. 


We are much indebted to Nola 
Haines who made this trip possible. 


Rachel and the group compiled a 
plant list which will appear next 
month.—Ed. 

o 


GEELONG NATURALIST Vol35 No. 9 February 2000. _ $ 15 


OBSERVATION REPORTS Dec-Jan 1999-2000 - -- compiled by Barry Lingham 


Observations were submitted by Rob Mackenzie (RMc), Peter Bright (PB), Robert Preston (RP), Gordon 
McCarthy (GMc), Ray Baverstock (RBa), Bernie Franke (BF), John Newman (JN), Polly Cutcliffe (PC), Colin 
‘Goldberg (CG), Craig Morley (GMO) Margaret Cameron (MAC). y 


Rob Mackenzie submitted a long list of excellent birds seen during spring. The You Yangs was very 
productive, with breeding records from many birds. Significant sightings include a Black-eared Cuckoo, Brush- 
Bronzewing, Black Kite, breeding Black-chinned honeyeaters and breeding Weebills. At neatby Hovell’s 
Creek, Brown Treecreepers were noted - the first record by Rob for 38 years at this site. Polly Cutcliffe and | 
Jan Eagland also noted this species here in December, so they may have re-established themselves here. . 
Rob also noted a Painted Button-quail with 3 chicks at-Hovell’s Creek. Reedy Lake also produced some , 
interesting birds; Magpie Geese, Wood Sandpiper and Baillon’s Crake. The Southern Emu-wrens noted: 
below Lake Connewarre are the first records on the Bellarine Peninsular since 1992, although these elusive 
birds are probably resident in the saltmarsh areas of the Jower Barwon. 


Peter Bright again noted large numbers of Blue-billed Duck at the Portarlington Sewerage Works, showing 
that this is currently their preferred site in the Geelong area. At Bannockburn Bush, Peter saw White-bellied 
Cuckoo-shrikes; they have been regular spring visitors to the Reserve in the past few years. Gordon 
McCarthy and John Newman saw the White-browed Woodswallows breeding in the Reserve. It is certainly 
one of the top birding spring spots in the Geelong region. 


Robert Preston spotted a Great Crested Grebe on our January Club excursion to Jerringot. It was also seen 
there by Gordon a few days earlier. Several have been noted along the Barwon and in nearby lakes. It is the 
best year for these majestic birds for decades. 


The Hudsonian Godwit is a native of Narth America, but occasionally a vagrant lands in Australia. The bird at 
the Austin Road lagoons was noted in mid-January and many twitchers were able to gain a sighting over the 
next few days. It is very similar to the Black-tailed Godwits that it was associating with at the lagoon, but with 
a slightly upturned beak and distinctly more black under the wing. 


Species Number seen Date seen Location Observer 
Australasian Gannet 1 12/11/99 Corio Bay. Patrolling between Cunningham Pier as 
z Rippleside. JB, Jca 
Magpie Goose 19 24/10/99 Reedy Lake NE section and on adjacent farmland RMc 
Blue-billed Duck 200 14/12/99 Portarlington Sewerage Works PB 
Great Crested Grebe 1 14/1/00  Jerringot. Few records from here RP 
1 11/1/00 Jerringot. GMc 
1 4/1/00 Sheepwash, Barwon Heads. RBa 
3 5/1/00 Colac. 2 on Lake Colac and 1 in Barongarook ores RBa 
2 11/11/99 | Sheepwash, Barwon Heads. RMc 
1 16/12/99 Fyansford BF 
Australasian Bittern 1 27/10/99 Reedy Lake, North section. RMc 
Black-shouldered Kite 1 29/11/99 Belmont common Golf Course. Young bird in casurina. 
Black Kite 1 11/1/00 Lethbridge. "Fish Tail" very obvious. PB 
1 2/11/99 You Yangs. RMc 
Brown Goshawk 2 2/11/99 You Yangs, East Flat. Nest with young RMc 
Grey Goshawk 1 14/1/00 Pollocksford. White morph. Seen for at least two weeks BF 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 2 8/12/99 Ceres. GMc 
Australian Hobby 2+1 Dec-99 5 Km west of St Leonards . Breeding pair with one young PB 
Brolga 2 16/12/99 Lake Murdeduke. Flew over lake to dry stubble paddock. JN 
Buff-banded Rail 1 14/12/99 Barwon River, Nth bank at Belmont. Feeding on grass. PC 
5 14/12/99 Barwon River, Yollinko Wetlands. 2 adults plus 3 chicks PC 
Baillon's Crake 4 27/10/99 Reedy Lake, NE section. In separate locations ~RMc 
Australian Spotted Crake 2 24/10/99 Reedy Lake, NE section. RMc 
Black-tailed Native Hen 1 20/11/99 Hospital Swamps. JN 
Painted Button-quail 1+3 17/11/99 Hovells Creek. Male with 3 young. RMc 
Lathams Snipe 1 18/12/99 Barwon River, upstream of Buckley's Falls BF 


(Continued on page 16) 


a 


16 GEELONG NATURALIST Vol 35 No. 9 February 2000. 


(Continued from page 15) 


Wood Sandpiper 
Hudsonian Godwit 


Sanderling 

Banded Stilt 

Double-banded Plover 
Masked Lapwing 

Gull-billed Tern 

Crested Terns 

Brush Bronzewing 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang Gang Cockatoo 
Long-billed Corella 


Swift Parrot 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Pallid Cuckoo 

Black-eared Cuckoo 
Horsfeild's Bronze Cuckoo 
Tawny Frogmouth 


Laughing Kookaburra 
Sacred Kingfisher 
Rainbow Bee-eater 


Brown Treecreeper 


Superb Fairy-wren 
Southern Emu-wren 


Weebill 
Black-chinned Honeyeater ` 


Flame Robin 
Scarlet Robin 
Varied Sittella 


Satin Flycatcher 


White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 
White-winged Triller 
Olive-backed Oriole 

Masked Woodswallow 
White-browed Woodswallow 


Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Currawong 


Brown Songlark 
Common Blackbird 
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24/10/99 
12/1/00 


19/10/99 
25/11/99 
19/10/99 
16/1/00 
5/10/99 
31/12/99 
30/9/99 
8/12/99 
2/12/99 
11/11/99 
10/1/00 
2/11/99 
16/11/99 
26/9/99 
16/1/00 
6/11/99 
30/9/99 
21/12/99 
22/12/99 
29/11/99 
2/11/99 
2/12/99 
8/1/00 
14/12/99 
2/11/99 
22/12/99 
30/9/99 
16/1/00 
5/10/99 


17/11/99 
19/11/99 
2/11/99 
2/11/99 
30/9/99 
19/11/99 
17/11/99 
19/11/99 
30/10/99 
19/11/99 
19/11/99 
10/1/00 
2/11/99 
11/12/99 
27/12/99 
2/11/99 
16/12/99 
14/12/99 


17/12/99 
3/11/99 


11/11/99 
28/12/99 


Reedy Lake. East side. Resting with Whiskered Terns. RMc 


Austin Rd lagoons, Pt Wilson. Vagrant from Nth America. 


First noted by Kevin Bartram/Rory O'Brien per MAC 
Black Rock. With Red-necked Stints 5 RMc 
Moolap Saltworks. Again 30-12-99. With avocets GMc 
Black Rock. Male in full breeding plumage. RMc 


Lara. Birds roosting on roof each night CG 
Lake Connewarre delta. Breeding plumage. _ 
Point Lonsdale. Parent birds feeding young on garfish RP 


You Yangs, West Plantation. RMc 
Wallington, Adventure Park. CMo 
Newtown. Heard or seen 12th, 19th, 25th December CMo 
Barwon Heads/L. Connewarre. Flocks of 10,2,11,2,4,1 RMc 
Belmont, Oberon Drive. Flying over. RP 
You Yangs, Hovells Creek. ` RMc 
Teesdale, Don Wallace Reserve BF 
Leopold. 1 or 2 birds seen 27/9 to 1/10 RMc 
Lara. Feeding less the 1.5 metres from ground. CG 
Moolap. Chick being fed by White-plumed HE till 15/12. CMo 
You Yangs, East paddock. RMc 


Melb. Water Treatment Complex. Birds in one group. PC/KC 
Highton. Parent and juvenile on nest. RBa 
Eastern Park. 2 adults and 1 young near Botanic Gardens CMo 
You Yangs. Adults and young in nest in Red Gum hollow. RMc 
Newtown. First record from CMo here. CMo 
Bannockburn Reserve. 
Portarlington Sewerage Works PB 


You Yangs, Hovells Creek. RMc 
Hovells Creek. PC/JE 
You Yangs. 3 groups. 1st sighting here in 38 years. RMc 


East Geelong, Connor St. Closest pop.over 1 Km away. MAC 
Barwon River, downstream of L Connewarre. In 
lignum/saltbush 50 m from river 

You Yangs, West Plantation. Nest in Sugar Gum. 
Bannockburn Reserve. (Golf Club side) PB 
You Yangs, West Plantation. 2 adults feeding a juvenile 
You Yangs, West plantation. Female feeding 2 juveniles. RMc 


You Yangs. Nest with at least 2 young. RMc 
Bannockburn Reserve PB 
You Yangs. Adult with 2 juveniles RMc 
Bannockburn Reserve PB 
Manna Gum Track RMc 
Bannockburn Reserve PB 
Bannockburn Reserve PB 
St Leonards. Unusual on the Bellarine Peninsular PB 
You Yangs. With flock of White-browed RMc 
Bannockburn Reserve. Two nests with young 9-1-00. GMc 


Bannockburn Reserve. Nest in stump 2m off ground JN 


You Yangs over stockyards area. RMc 
_ Barwon River, Queens Park. 1 adult & 2 juveniles. BF 

Whittington. 2 young from 98-99 assisting feeding 

new season young. CMo 


Newtown. 2 adults plus 2 young; young mid-grey with 

tinges of brown on head and wings and no white rump. CMo 
Newtown. Regular sightings till 17-1-00 

East of Lake Connewarre. Calling 

Highton. Nest with mud used in construction. Noted that 
mud sometimes used to anchor nest to a post. RBa 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1999-2000) 


President Barry Lingham 5255 4291 — lingham.barry.kK@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Vice-President Vacant 
Secretary Vacant — 
Treasurer Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Donna Wood 5221 2956 
Immediate Past President Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Committee Member Ade Foster 5243 9478 adenpeny@netlink.com.au 
4 G Bernie Franke 017 982 072 
3 5 Diana Primrose 5250 1811 
i pii Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
: = Alison Watson 5229 3488 pwatson@ne.com.au 
i Vacant 
: Vacant 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 5243 3704 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Dennis Greenwell 5243 7047 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgment of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


ROSTERS 
LIBRARY SUPPER MAILING 


Lorraine Preston Edna Harrison Beverley Morwood 
Bev McNay 


Valerie Lloyd-Jones Mary Hamilton Claire Greenwell 
Judy Rowe Dennis Greenwell 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
Karingal Community Centre, Corner McKillop and Humble Streets, East Geelong. 
Use the Humble Street entrance. 
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